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£, A Historical Overview i
of the Site

At-Turaif is located on the western bank of Wadi Hanifah. Its name is believed to
be derived from its location at the edge of the valley. It is considered the most
significant neighborhood in historic Diriyah, having served as the seat of govern-
ance during the golden age of the First Saudi State.

In 1766 AD, Imam Abdulaziz bin Mohammad bin Saud, the second ruler of the
First Saudi State, chose At-Turaif as the royal residence and political capital.

Covering an area of approximately 235,000 square meters, the district features 13
palaces and 5 mosques, the most prominent being At-Turaif Grand Mosque. It also
includes various public facilities such as Bayt Al-Mal (the state treasury), Sbalat
Moudhi—one of the oldest endowments by the Saudi royal family, and the luxuri-
ous At-Turaif Bathhouse. The district stands as a symbol of strength and elegance
in Najdi architecture.

At-Turaif Historic District was inscribed as a UNESCO World Heritage Site in
2010 AD for being one of the largest earthen-built urban areas in the world, con-
structed in the distinctive Najdi architectural style.
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#% Program Overview it

This was the center of governance during the First Saudi State, where its imams
and princes once lived, and where their grand palaces were built.

Each palace tells a story, and each story features a prince who rose to lead and
defend the First Saudi State.

Today, for the first time, these palaces open their doors to share the tales of those
who once inhabited them, a journey that connects place with person, history with

memory.

You will embark on an immersive experience, rich in authenticity, through

cultural programs and‘lﬂu.gtoncal.dmlogues offi -ﬁmg a new way to discover At-
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bl pudo

Majlis At-Turaif
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Salwa Palace Experience
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Imam Abdullah bin Saud bin Abdulaziz Palace Experience

Prince Misharibin Saud bin Mohammed Palace Experience
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Prince Saad bin Saud bin Abdulaziz Palace Experience
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Prince Nasser bin Saud bin Abdulaziz Palace Experience
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Prince Turki bin Saud bin Abdulaziz Palace Experience
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The Saudi Ardhah
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#% Salwa Palace Experience 4.

In this palace, built by Imam Abdulaziz bin Mohammad bin Saud in the year
1766 AD, the values of governance and justice were shaped. It served
as the administrative center of the state, where delegations were received and
sons learned the art of leadership.

It was named “Salwa” due to the diversity of its functions and its unique
architectural style, blending strength and care in the heart of Diriyah.

The Salwa Palace Experience features visually stunning animated presentations
(motion graphics) inspired by the poetic verses of the Saudi Ardhah.

S Sy — Y —

."_ _. |- =
ﬂ_ | =l

——— G

{ - o &

e o 60 e,- = o e e
.‘.Q‘Q.Q" | 0‘ ““.0‘0‘0‘0‘
& & ‘ & v -
A“.A“‘A ‘ - ‘ A“‘A“‘A““




PPl 88,5 A
dgw 'y Wloue
BB/ KV

R3lloue o 9w (g dllaye olodl oS> 88
(PAA - 2WNE ) / (2IYFY - 2)YYe )

lgie B8las &ueyoll Lo Joshll jlad] dorg (§ 9o (Jo¥l &ogand] dgul] a4 =
3 dwailly yoMedly dshill 5oy L dglal slos) la> duts alw g ilazsl
bgll s

e lged sg.all bl aledl yshiie (o L &adll S50 Eipe Ldye dyyill aois
Ag9 duigo luin due ol Jol (o duniiy diuudiy 639009 Bl

Imam Abdullah bin Saud
bin Abdulaziz Palace
Experience

PR

PR

The Reign of Imam Abdullah bin Saud bin Abdulaziz
1814 AD - 1818 AD

He was the last Imam of the First Saudi State. He stood firm during the long siege
of Diriyah, defending it with unwavering resolve until he surrendered himself to
spare the blood of its people, remaining a symbol of heroism, loyalty, and sacri-
fice for the sake of the nation.

The experience presents a visual display, telling the story from the Imam’s
perspective. It highlights his life, resilience, and ultimate sacrifice for Diriyah, us-
ing immersive sound and light techniques.
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Prince Mishari bin Saud
bin Mohammed Palace
Experience

PR

-8

At the heart of this palace, the story of brotherhood comes to life, a journey that
takes visitors from the princes’ childhood to their emergence as united brothers
who became a source of strength and pride to those around them.

The experience features a visual presentation narrating the story of Imam Mo-
hammad and his brothers, Prince Thunayyan, Mishari, and Farhan, highlighting
their unity and collaboration during the early formation of the First Saudi State.
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Prince Thunayyan bin
Saud bin Mohammed
Palace Experience

PR

PR

Despite losing his sight, Prince Thunayyan was known for his sharp insight and
passion for knowledge. He is believed to have owned a vast library and was a
strong supporter of scholars and learners. Books he personally collected were

read to him, allowing him to spread knowledge throughout Diriyah and contrib-

ute to a lasting intellectual legacy.
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bin Abdulaziz Palace “*
Experience

Prince Saad bin Saud A

PR

Prince Saad bin Saud bin Abdulaziz was born in Diriyah during the late reign of
his grandfather, Imam Abdulaziz bin Mohammad.

The experience takes visitors on an audio-visual journey, where the prince nar-
rates his own story, revealing his vision for architecture, defending the land, and
his loyalty to Diriyah.

Between light and projected texts, the palace w
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Prince Nasser bin Saud A
bin Abdulaziz Palace “*
Experience

PR

Prince Nasser bin Saud bin Abdulaziz was born in the mid 18th century.

Prince Nasser was known for his leadership, bravery, and protection of pilgrims
and trade caravans. His palace represents the pinnacle of authentic Diriyah
architecture.

As visitors enter Prince Nasser’s Palace, they find themselves immersed in an
experience that captures the spirit of a leader who combined resilience, courage,
and wise vision.

The experience features conceptual elements symbolizing the caravans he
protected on their long journeys through deserts and mountains.
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o Prince Turki bin Saud
™ bin Abdulaziz Palace
Experience

PR

Prince Turki bin Saud bin Abdulaziz was born in Diriyah, the capital of the state,
in the mid 18th century AD, specifically in the At-Turaif district.

He was raised in At-Turaif, an environment renowned for its bravery and horse-
manship. His father Imam Saud bm Abdulaz1z was the commander of the First
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At-Turaif Cultural
Programs
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£ The Saudi Ardhah A

The Saudi Ardhah performance celebrates the spirit of strength and unity.
This captivating showcase offers a rich cultural experience that reveals the depth
of this inherited tradition, reflecting Saudi heritage and its enduring role in

expressing national identity, pride, and belonging.
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£ Saudi Ardhah A
Masterclass

Embarking on an immersive educational journey to explore the rich heritage of
the Saudi Ardhah, delving into its history, symbolism, and national significance.

Durmg this 1ntenswe three-day course, under the guldance of professional
pe! formers participants will learn abo | o@try, tools, t1re &nd rhythm of

the Ardhé"h as well as swo d- -handling te nIng C mpre e 1sive prac:i;gql :
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o Salwa Palace i
Conservation Tour

The Conservation Tour at Salwa Palace invites visitors on an immersive journey
through one of Saudi Arabia’s most iconic historical landmarks.

% Within the heart of the At-Turaif district, guests can relive the spirit of the past
: and marvel at the beauty of authentic Najdi architecture, while gaining
a deeper appreciation for the meticulous conservation efforts preserving

~this cultural treasure.
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#% Archaeological &
Excavation Tours

The Diriyah Excavation Experience, This short educational journey introduces
visitors to the methods of archaeological excavation through a guided
tour of At-Turaif Historic District.

The experience continues with a hands-on workshop where participants explore
the stages of uncovering, cleaning, documenting, and displaying artifacts.

'“b,‘.

The journey concludes in the majlis with a session led by an expert sho Ing -
real findi ‘offering visitors an engaging blend of kgowl ge and
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£ Arabian Horse i
Show

Shedding light on the authenticity and timeless pride of the
Arabian horse throughout history.
Accompanying experiences, complemented by poetic narration.
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£ Saudi Coffee i
Workshop

This experience offers visitors the opportunity to explore one of the most
cherished traditions of hospitality in the region, through a hands-on workshop
that teaches the art of preparing Saudi coffee and the values
deeply rooted in its practice.
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#% Majlis At-Turaif #.

The Majlis offers a vibrant space for dialogue and cultural exchange, bringing
visitors closer to the heart of Diriyah’s rich history through weekly sessions that
weave together heritage, poetry, and storytelling.

The program features a variety of themes, including Msayyan, Al-Diwan, Samrah,
and children’s programs, each celebrating different aspects
of Diriyah’s social and cultural life.

In addition to the core sessions, the Majlis hosts complementary experiences that
enrich the visitor’s journey, such as Al-Mashab Experience, where guests enjoy
moments of hospitality and evening gathering in an authentic Diriyah ambiance,

and Al-Majlis Library, open to both children and adults.
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PR Msayyan F =R

Historical and cultural sessions.exploring Diriyah and its history, featuring
a number of speakers guests in rich discussions that reflect the authentic spirit
and deep cultural heritage of the place.
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Specialized sessions dedicated to poetry, offering a space that celebrates poets
and their verses while highlighting poems that reflect the spirit of Diriyah and
preserve its deep-rooted cultural heritage.




LAl Aol syl § sosmad] 2l At ] Uy Lo lggd (gl sy ke
eyl LS o danasdy L“S“’UJ Sl ,SS (89 o Bl

i Samrah i

Engaging storytelling sessions where the narrator shares tales and memories
from Diriyah and its people in a lively, interactive atmosphere, bringing to life the
stories and recollections of the past from the very heart of Diriyah.
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#% Diriyah Stories for a&.
Children

At At-Turaif Majlis, programs extend beyond adults, the Children’s Area
offers engaging and educational content designed to combine fun,
learning, and cultural discovery.

[t inspires curiosity and introduces young visitors to Diriyah’s heritage
through interactive and age-appropriate experiences.

The Majlis consists of three distinct sessions:
1- Shadow Theater
2- Learning the Art of Oral Storytelling

3- Narrating Stories from Diriyah
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PR Stories from PR
Diriyah

A group storytelling session where children gather to read and explore
a stories from Diriyah’s history together.
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& Shadow Theater i

An interactive shadow play performance that brings to life the heroic
stories of the Imams and the founding tales of the Saudi state.
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#% Learning the Art &
of Oral Storytelling

A creative workshop that teaches children the art of narration and
storytelling, featuring a new story from Diriyah each week.
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Hal Al-Qusoor
Parking Map

To ensure a seamless and enjoyable visit to Hal Al-Qusoor, we’ve
prepared a detailed guide map showing
the easiest routes to the designated parking areas.
Simply follow the instructions provided and start your
evening with comfort, that creates an exceptional
experience from the moment you arrive.
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